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future ages these precious monuments of the past, to give
them, in Milton's phrase, a life beyond life. It is a high
calling, a noble vocation. The greatest force in the world
is thought : the best thought of humanity is enshrined in
books ; and you are the agents to disseminate that thought
in the world and to preserve it for posterity.
Gentlemen, in the name of the guests whom you have in-
vited to your hospitable table to-night, I thank you for your
generous hospitality, and I feel sure that I speak for all your
guests in wishing the International Association of Antiquarian
Booksellers every possible success in their honourable, their
beneficent mission of diffusing among men the best and most
enduring monuments of human genius.